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1. Context 

The Leamington LAMP Maths Curriculum provides our students, when ready, to study for 

accredited qualifications with Pearson Edexcel. These are;  

• GCSE Mathematics Foundation Level  

• GCSE Mathematics Higher Level 

• Functional Skills Qualification in Maths at Level 2  

• Functional Skills Qualification in Maths at Level 1  

• Functional Skills Qualification in Maths at Entry Level 1, 2 & 3 

 

    2.Aims  

The Maths curriculum at LAMP aims to; 

• demonstrate the importance of maths in our lives 

• develop mathematical knowledge and its application in learning and life 

• help students understand and use the connections between different topics in maths 

• increase students’ mental arithmetic capabilities, by teaching how to turn seemingly difficult 

calculations into a series of simple sums 

 

3.Course structure & content – GCSE 

The GCSE is available at both Foundation & Higher levels and LAMP staff will ensure that 

students are put on the correct level course. 

The GCSE covers the following topics; 

• Number 

• Algebra 

• Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

• Geometry and measures 

• Statistics and probability 

The students will; 

• develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts  

• acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems  

• reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions 

•  comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 

appropriate to the information and context. 
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      4. Course structure and content – Functional Skills 

What is Functional Skills Maths? 

Functional Skills qualifications provide students with an opportunity to study for a qualification that 

will enable them to demonstrate the ability, at an appropriate level, to use maths skills for a range 

of purposes in the workplace and in other real-life situations. 

 

   5. Course Structure and content – Your Money Matters 

The Your Money Matters course provides students with a programme of financial education 

allowing them to gain valuable knowledge, skills and attitudes towards money as they progress 

towards greater independence at LAMP and into in to their future lives..   

 

    6. Planning  

The scheme of work for maths has been carefully structured to provide a logical flow from the 

basic foundational topics to the later more complex areas of the curriculum, with earlier topics 

being revisited and built upon later in the course. 

 

The scheme of work is treated as a ‘living document’, with the progress of all the students 

monitored throughout the course by the teacher, to help identify particularly problematic topics. 

 

Any significant issues which are identified are then carefully considered by the teacher; and the 

topics under review then either reordered, taught in a different way, or allocated more teaching 

time. 

 

These changes are immediately updated in the scheme of work and other documents, and 

continually assessed to ensure that they have had the desired result, with a focus on continual 

improvement taken towards all aspects of the course. 

 
   7. How is Maths taught at LAMP?  
 

• Math’s lessons are 1 hour in length, and students will usually have 2 lessons per week. 

• Classes are taught in small groups in the maths classroom.  

• Teaching and learning are differentiated, and a variety of resources are used to aid 

understanding and best highlight different topics. 

• Where appropriate, topics are linked to real life examples; which in turn supports other 

subjects in the LAMP curriculum such as finance and budgeting from the PSHE curriculum. 

• Where a student is too anxious to study for an accredited qualification or they have been 

away from education for an extended period, engagement sessions, possibly 1:1, will take 
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place to increase confidence in the subject area and to fill any gaps in learning lost by the 

students extended absence from school. 

     8. Timetabling  

Maths at LAMP is timetabled to be available on every day of the week. 

  

     9. Assessment 
 
Induction: 

When possible, new students are assessed in class over the course of a lesson. 

The lesson generally starts with a discussion about the student’s previous maths experience, how 

they feel about the subject, and how they rate their own abilities. They are then tested on some 

general mental arithmetic, followed by some fraction calculations. After this the teacher will judge 

where to take the lesson, depending on their level of competence. Usually the teacher will try and 

find a topic they are interested in, but don’t know too well, and then teach them that, to gain a 

better idea of how quickly they can pick up new ideas. 

 

This lesson will give the teacher a reasonable idea on the current and potential abilities of the 

student. If such a lesson is not possible, then students will be placed in either a Functional Skills or 

GCSE class, with the decision taken based on the information LAMP has been provided with. This 

decision will be monitored, and potentially reviewed, by the teacher, to ensure that the student is 

not studying at too high or too low a level for their abilities. Teachers will also take direction from 

the student’s EHCP and information provided by the previous school and/or last placement 

 

Due to the nature of the students at LAMP, their high anxiety and the timeline of when they join the 

class throughout the year. LAMP do not use formal baseline tests at the start of courses.  

 

During the course: 

Progress and achievements are regularly monitored and discussed with teachers, exams officers 

and SLT throughout the year. Student reports are written twice yearly and subject staff feed 

progress update information into the half termly progress reviews that are held with parents, 

referrers and students. 

 

Mock assessments for GCSE subjects take place in December for students taking exams the 

following summer.  This allows opportunities for students to experience and understand the formal 

exam process. 

 

Student progress is recorded in individual reports, written by the teacher immediately after each 

lesson. These reports highlight each student’s progress during the lesson; including areas of 



6 
 

achievement, misconceptions, positive and negative attitudes towards the subject or a specific 

topic, and any other noteworthy incidents or results. 

At the end of the course: 

Assessment takes place for both Maths Foundation and Maths Higher during the summer series 

and, for resits, in November.  
 

Assessment for Functional Skills take place throughout the year.  

 

     10. Involvement with other key staff at LAMP 
 

Exams Officer 

The subject leader for Maths works closely with the Exams Officer at key times in the year to 

ensure that the correct students are entered for the correct qualifications at the correct level.  

 

SENCO 

The subject leader for Maths works closely with the SENCO to ensure that the correct access 

arrangements for the students are put in place and that these are the students’ normal way 

of working in the classroom. Typical access arrangements used at LAMP include; the use of a 

word processor, scribe, reader and the provision of 25% extra time. 

 

Education Quality Manager 

The subject leader for maths works closely with the Quality Manager, throughout the year, through 

the close monitoring of the teaching and learning process and outcomes in Maths. 

 

   11. Progression 
 
GCSE 

 
GCSE is required to progress to a wide range of courses at Level 3. Students are expected to 

continue with their study of GCSE Maths after the age of 16 if they have not achieved the 

qualification at Key Stage 4. Teaching staff may decide however, that Functional Skills in Maths 

may be more appropriate than GCSE. 

 

This qualification also supports further training and employment where indicated that a pass at 

GCSE Maths is required  

 
Functional Skills 

 

Where appropriate, students can progress through the Functional Skills Qualifications in Maths 

which are available from Entry Level 1 through to Level 2. 

 



7 
 

Students who achieve the Functional Skills Qualification in Maths at Level 2 can progress to GCSE 

Maths.   

 

     12. Links to other policies and documents 

• Curriculum Policy 

• Timetable 

• Maths Curriculum Plan 

• Marking Policy 

• Teaching & Learning Policy 

 


